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In the 2017 Oregon pink shrimp season, shrimp staff conducted surveys from permit holders and vessel 
operators to gauge support for two management proposals, 1) adoption of the fishery management plan 
(FMP) and 2) requiring the use of LEDs on the footrope for the exclusion of ESA listed eulachon smelt. 

Methods: 
For permit holders, we mailed 1) the draft FMP, 2) a stamped envelope, and 3) a questionnaire to solicit 
opinions on adopting the FMP and requiring LEDs (Appendix 1) to each 2017 Oregon pink shrimp permit 
holder (n=130). For vessel holders, shrimp staff from each major port (Astoria, Newport, Charleston and 
Brookings) visited each active vessel operator we could find, distributed the draft FMP and administered a 
gear survey combined with a questionnaire in regards to the same two commission proposals (Appendix 2). 

Both questionnaires asked two key questions 1) “Do you support the adoption of the draft FMP?” and 2) “Do 
you support requiring the use of LEDs?”, however as they were written at different times the semantics are 
not exact. We do not believe this affects the fundamental question or the results. 

Results:  
Permit holder survey: 
Of the 130 permit holders who were mailed questionnaires we received 15 back. Support for both adopting 
the draft FMP and requiring LEDs was strong (Table 1). Comments provided by permit holders are attached 
on Table 2. 

Vessel operator survey: 
Shrimp staff were able to talk with 56 of the 64 active Oregon pink shrimp vessels in 2017. Support for both 
adopting the FMP and requiring LEDs was strong (Table 1). Comments provided by permit holders are 
attached on Table 3. 

Table 1: 2017 Oregon pink shrimp permit holder and vessel operator questionnaire results. 
Condensed question Group Yes No No Opinion 

Do you support 
adopting FMP 

Permit holders 67% 7% 27% 
Vessel operators 69% 8% 23% 

Do you support 
requiring LEDs 

Permit holders 87% 7% 7% 
Vessel operators 74% 19% 7% 
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Table 2. 2017 Oregon pink shrimp permit holder questionnaire gear survey comments, organized by 
response. 
 
Comments for question: “Do you support requiring LEDs?” 
YES • “Great- any way to reduce bycatch while achieving the goals of the fishing allows us to 

do better. Thank you.” 

• “I think that the work that the fishing fleet and ODFW did on this will benefit the entire 
industry. A big job well done to them.” 

• “No less than 5 lights in center of net along fishing line.” 

• “We helped research on these lights.” 

NO • “Require that the vessel has the lights on board; with baby hake the lights make bycatch 
worse we do not always see smelt in our catch” 

 
Comments for question: “Do you support adoption of the draft FMP?” 
YES • “I think that many times fisheries get over managed. This fishery is cyclic and tends to 

take care of itself. I have fished shrimp since 1968 and have found the fisheries get over 
managed. If it ain't broke, don't fix it.” 

• “Someone needs to keep track of all the changes and production associated with 
keeping our fishery sustainable. OTC members have other jobs also and the help will be 
appreciated.” 

NO • NONE 
NO 
OPINION 

• “I do not think that MSC has helped the fishery and we should stop wasting money on 
it. We need to let it go.” 

• “Season should be May 1 to Sept 30.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Table 3. 2017 Oregon pink shrimp vessel operator gear survey and questionnaire comments, 
organized by response. 
 
Comments for question: “Do you support requiring LEDs?” 
YES • Doesn't know anyone who doesn't use/love them. 

• Doesn't like the idea of more rules, but doesn't like observer coverage even more. 

• “For the rule.” 

• “Good for reduction of bycatch.” 

• Has them, ready to use them, no smelt. Would much rather see this rule than anything 
related to the groundline (i.e. removal of center section). 

• “It reduces bycatch, so why not?” 

• “Maybe at 5'” 

• “Need them to be forced on us, as some guys are still too bullheaded to use them on 
their own.” 

• “No less than 6 lights in center of net.” 

• “Not all the time necessary.” 

• Only sees value in LED's when there are eulachon. 

• “They work great.” 

• “They are great, reduces all sorts of bycatch, not only for the bottom line, but sustaining 
the fishery.” 

• “Using these is better than the alternatives.” 

• Wants to go along with rest of fleet. 

• “Whatever it takes for everyone to get along.” 

• “Whatever the hippies want.” Does not think it matters with such low bycatch. 

• Wants to be a part of deciding "department approved lights". Made his own lights so is 
concerned about the list of department approved lights. He has put a lot of money into 
his setup and wouldn't want to change it. 

• “These lights should be required, make a big difference regarding eulachon.” 

• “Always use them, thinks it’s the best practice but does not support new regulations.” 

• “Every boat should use them.” 

NO 
 
 

• “Constantly replacing them, they don't last long, they don't hold up, they’re expensive, I 
don't catch enough bycatch to justify them.” 



 
NO 

• “Eulachon listing is questionable, felt that shrimpers do not endanger eulachon if they 
don't catch them.” 

• “Expensive and break easily, mandatory is not fair to people who can't take on added 
cost.” 

• “Gear failed in 5 trips, cost 180$.” 

• “Industry will use them when smelt are around.” 

• “No need for lights when there is no bycatch issue, monetary call would be just creating 
more cost for no reason.” 

• “Sometimes they help, sometimes they don't, they aren't cheap and they break a lot.” 

• “Use, Yes, if we encounter Eulachon, doesn’t want a law” 

• “Why make it mandatory if they're being used voluntarily?” 

• “I will use them when smelt become an issue, they are costly and they do break.” 

NO 
OPINION 

• Has LEDs but does not use them since so few eulachon. Thinks there should not be any 
more rules in fisheries. 

• “Should be up to fishermen’s discretion, but have them on board.” 

• “I support when necessary- not necessary this year.” 

 
Comments for question: “Do you support adoption of the draft FMP?” 
YES • Defers to rest of fleet 

• “Needed for CA too.” 

• Has some concern over T&L closure criteria if its an off year for shrimp 

• “Would like fewer rules in general” 

• “Support it but with some reservations, because of how crab logbooks were used for 
enforcement.” 

NO • “We are constantly changing for the better of the fishery. We the fishermen are trying 
new things all the time, to make the fishery better, cheaper and more efficient. Let the 
Fishermen manage the fishery. We are constantly changing to make this a better fishery. 
Not all boats fish the same. We have come a long ways in this fishery. Lights, cameras, 
grates, temp units, sound units and web designs. And we still have a long ways to go, let 
us the fishermen figure out a better and more efficient design.” 

• “MSC doesn’t help me, against new rules.” 

NO 
OPINION 
 

• Did not read it, so didn't want FMP 

• Just received FMP 



NO 
OPINION 

• “I would like for someone to maybe explain the FMP to me, all I got out of the draft 
given was a lot of citations from some pretty old studies, in my short career as a shrimp 
captain (13 years) I have seen many changes in the industry and fishability that don’t 
jive with your studies, maybe a meeting for all the fishery where this is.” 

• “The devil is in the details, can’t support the plan until I see how it will be 
implemented.” 

 
Other comments for OFWC 

• “1" grate research is needed, we lose lots of shrimp” 

• “I would also support closing the season on OCT 15 in the future.” 

• A fan for April 15th - October 15th season, also a shutdown (area) when zeroes are encountered. 

• Possibly modify the  count/pound rule (reduce the count/pound) (150) 

• Supports the reduction of the season (April 15th- October 15th). Reduce the impacts on the egged 
females. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Appendix 1: 2017 Oregon pink shrimp permit holder questionnaire  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Appendix 2: 2017 Oregon pink shrimp vessel operator gear survey and questionnaire 
 

 


